
 The new nursing home located at the 
Fountain Lake site is tentatively planned 
to open on Tuesday, August 15, 2017. 
The name of the new nursing home is 
The Woodlands. The first floor of The 
Woodlands will be used for short-term 
stays, respite and hospice care. The second 
and third floors will be for people that 
need ongoing care and services. I will serve 
as the administrator of the new nursing 
home. Dani Embacher will serve as the 
administrator at the existing nursing home. 
 Dani started working at St. John’s on 
February 6, 2017. Dani attended college 
at UW-Eau Claire. She has a Bachelor’s of 
Business in Healthcare Administration. Dani 
was raised in St. Clair, near Mankato, and will 
be getting married this August, 2017. Dani 
has been spending her first few months at St. 
John’s getting to know the staff and residents, 
and working on projects like updating our 
website. Dani has been a great addition to our 
management team here at St. John’s. If you 
haven’t already met Dani, feel free to stop by her 
office, which is located in the nursing and social 
services office area across from the chapel. 
 We are currently working on plans for 
the opening of The Woodlands. There are a 
significant number of details to consider. One of 
the more important details is determining which 
residents want to move to The Woodlands and 
which residents want to stay at the existing site. 
We have already started to talk to residents, or 
their family, about where they would prefer to 
live. We have also been talking to our staff to 
determine which staff will stay at the current 
location, and which staff will want to move 
to the new location. We would like to keep 
residents and staff together as much as possible, 
and we should be able to accomplish this to 
some degree, or in most situations. 
 The construction of the new nursing home 

is moving along really well. Flooring is one of 
the finishing touches to be installed with new 
construction. The flooring is already going 
down on the third floor of the new nursing 
home. The flooring on the second floor should 
be completed in June, and the flooring on the 
first floor will be completed in July. 
 A few of the residents have asked for a tour 
of the new nursing home. We are not able to do 
resident tours at this time, as there is still a lot of 
construction going on, and the elevators are not 
installed in The Woodlands.
 This is an exciting and very busy time for our 
staff as we prepare to open a new building. Over 
the next 60 to 90 days our social workers will 
continue to talk to residents or their families 
in regards to where they would prefer to live. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions 
or concerns regarding the opening of the new 
nursing home, or in regards to staying at the 
existing nursing home, feel free to contact me, 
Dani, or one of our social workers. We can be 
reached at 507-373-8226. 

God Bless,
Scot Spates
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MISSION ST ATEMENT

 

St. John’s mission is to provide

physical, emotional, social and

Christian care for all people, with

dignity and respect, in an

environment of God’s grace.
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    It is with great anticipation that we here at 
St. John’s look to the future.  Our new Fountain 
Lake campus expansion is rapidly becoming a 
reality.  And with that reality comes change.  
Change can be an intimidating, fearsome 
word, or it can be an exhilarating opportunity.  
The choice is ours.
 I relate this moment of St. John’s history not 
so differently from that time we just revisited 
during Lent and the joyous season of EaSt.er.  
It was a time of great sorrow that erupted to an 
unbelievable joy. Resurrection spirit was born 
and with it hope, and never ending eternal life.  
That joyful spirit is not a one day event, but a 
lifetime experience.  Every day should be an 
EaSt.er Sunday.
 So it is with the expansion of life care here 
at St. John’s.  Indeed we look to the future, but 
also note our foundation is firmly set in the 
Lord.  It is in that confidence that we can move 
boldly, knowing that the Lord walks with 
us.  Yes, it is exciting to witness the material 
progress of building and space.  I have eagerly 
followed the progress of the new chapel.  
Seeing it evolve from blueprint to worshipping 
space now complete with carpeting. What 
a sight!!  And yet the part you can’t see is 
most  exciting to me.  It’s the spirit of family 

gathering to worship, to praise, and to recall 
faith’s life messages.  Being a part of this St. 
John’s team has made me realize, now more 
than ever, the importance of working with the 
Lord together.  What we can’t do alone, can be 
done with the Lord’s help and guidance.  And 
so it is with great joy and confidence that the 
gift of years here at St. John’s continues to be 
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses: 
witnesses that are part of our past, present 
and future.  Witnesses that help us “become”, 
like the phrase I like to quote fits St. John’s 
Community.
 “What we are is God’s gift to us, what we 
become is our gift to God.”

“The Gift of Years”  by Marion Stroud

“The gift of years is an invisible package that 
must. be opened and enjoyed one day at a time.  

It is not a gift that we can neither buy nor 
hoard, nor should we take it for granted, for it is 

not presented to all in equal measure.
The gift of years contains freedom from old ties, 
but responsibility for new ones.  It holds joy and 
pain, laughter and tears, change and growth.

Within its wrappings we discover the 
next-but-one generation with whom we must. 

learn new ways of relating.  We struggle to 
become those who are willing to receive as well 
as to share; to hold out our life-learned wisdom 

in an open hand, so that it can be accepted 
or rejected at will.

The gift of years may hold bodily weakness and 
limitations but it can also contain increased 

spiritual strength and effectiveness.
The gift of years must. simply be received with 

thanksgiving for it is the gift of life itself.”
… a gift from God.”

Blessings from 
Chaplain Don Malinsky
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 In the spring of 1977, I was 17 years old, 
graduating from Alden high school when 
I walked into St. John’s Lutheran home and 
asked for a job application… and here we are 
40 years later!! The “job” I applied for, turned 
into a 40 year “passion”!! I was hired as a 
nursing assistant. At that time, there was no 
air conditioning, no 2nd floor dining rooms, 
no chapel, no Knutson Place or attached 
Condominiums. Nurses and CNA’s wore 



 Over the past 6 months it has been 
enlightening for me to see the development 
of a community established by the new 
tenants of St.  John’s Lutheran Community on 
Fountain Lake. Making a lifestyle change from 
independent home-ownership to a new Senior 
Campus is an emotional journey. The existing 
tenants had to ask themselves if they are 
making the right decision to leave their homes, 
neighborhoods and familiar surroundings that 
they have known for years.    What I have 
observed in our community are caring adult 
children supporting their parents emotionally 
in making this transition to a more comfortable 
lifestyle for their parents. Our current tenants 
are forming new relationships daily and are 
welcoming people to their new community.  
It is interesting to note that people tend to be 
community minded regardless of their previous 
location when they come together at St. John’s 
on Fountain Lake. They are very proud of 
their new home and are truly enjoying the 
surrounding environment.  One gentleman 

shared with me that the serene setting and 
view of Fountain Lake is a daily therapeutic 
inspiration to him. He and his neighbors have 
found peace and comfort in this new chapter 
of their lives. It has been a joy for me to see that 
they have found a Home in our community.
 

Sincerely Yours, 
Diane Wichmann

a home in our community
Diane Wichmann, Director of Fund Development

For more information 
regarding the St. 
John’s Foundation 
please contact:

Diane Wichmann at 
507-473-1013 or 
Scot Spates at
507-373-8226.

To make a gift to the St. John’s 
Foundation, please send your tax 
deductible donation to:

St. John’s Lutheran Community
Attn: Diane Wichmann
901 Luther Place
Albert Lea, MN 56007
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Karen Nyenhuis
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uniforms, nylons, socks & shoes that were 
snow white!  RN’s & LPN’s wore their white 
nursing caps bobby pinned to their hair. As a 
care giver, I got to know each individual, as 
though they were my own grandparent!  I 
was amazed listening to their stories of past 
generations!  Some came here from different 
countries aboard ships, others never left 
Freeborn county, born and raised on the family 
farm and stayed right there raising a family of
their own! They spoke of Living through the 
depression and wars… WOW, to hear it from 
the people who actually lived through those 
times in history! Their heart felt stories of 
perseverance and faith stick with me to this 
day.
 Over the years St. Johns grew, and so did 
my family. St. Johns added air conditioning, 
the Chapel, Knutson Place and Condo’s. I 
added marriage, 3 handsome sons’, 2 dogs and 
bought a home just down the street, where I 
still reside. 
 After 5 years of being a CNA, I applied 
for a position in the activity department 
and for the next 24 years I had the pleasure 
of engaging our seniors in daily meaningful 
activities! During those years Knutson Place 
was built. In the blue prints of that facility, 
was a plan for a child care center. I happily 
said YES when asked to be on the committee 
that would design and create that space in the 
lower level of the building. As a committee we 
traveled all over Minnesota looking at other 
care facilities that included daycare children. 

In 1991 it became a reality, a branch of the 
Albert Lea Community Child Care Center 
was opened! We in activities were so excited 
to have our residents in direct contact with the 
children many times per week. To this day, the 
intergenerational activities offered, continue to 
generate happy hearts and big smiles for all!!
 Then in 2006 there was a position 
opening for the Materials Manager. I applied 
and happily accepted the challenge! ( Thus, 
my M&M office was born ) I was in totally 
uncharted waters, I had to learn computer 
skills, using a “palm pilot” to order nursing 
and building supplies. My second week in 
this position I received a call from our main 
distribution center, located in a different state. 
The man asked if I really in fact wanted 48 
cases of toothpaste, which would compute to 
1152 tubes of tooth paste!!! OH MY, I’m sorry, 
NO, I said…I just want 48 individual tubes!! I 
still laugh to myself about that blunder! Who 
knew “unit of measure” was so important! I 
had a lot to learn!
 Here we are in 2017!! St. Johns and I have 
grown once again! St. Johns building a new 
sister campus, “St. Johns on Fountain Lake” 
and my family have added 3 loving daughters-
in-law, 8 beautiful grandchildren & 3 grand 
puppies!  St. Johns has been my home away 
from home all my adult life! Thank you, St. 
Johns, for letting me join your team back on 
June 6th 1977, and giving me the pleasure 
of caring for the most amazing people and 
working alongside the best staff on the planet! 

Featured Employee-Cont’d from page 2



 The Saturday morning of  April 23rd 
dawned bright and clear.  A 
reliable and energetic team 
of  volunteers arrived early to 
St. John’s to open the doors 
for the Auxiliary Annual 
Fundraiser.  Supporters had 
donated thousands of  fabulous 

household items, toys and décor for a huge 
rummage sale that ran from 8:00 a.m. until 
12:00 p.m.  Others had donated homemade 
baked goods to be sold in conjunction with 
the rummage sale.  Meanwhile, volunteers 
were also preparing a brunch that took 
place in the Main Dining Room from 8:00 
a.m. until 11:00 a.m.  The intention of  the 
benefit was to raise funds for the resident 
Gardening program, Christmas gifts, the 
Capital Campaign and more.  The response 

from our surrounding community 
was enormous!  Altogether we 
raised more than $1300.00!!!  
Special thanks and recognition 
to the St. John’s Auxiliary Board, 
our Corporate and Community 
Churches for advertising and 
donating baked goods, all those 
who donated to the rummage, Scott 
Fadden of  Martin Brother’s Foods 
and Brian Drescher for cooking, 
David Valdez and St. John’s 
Dietary Staff  for accommodating 
and aiding and of  course all the 
St. John’s volunteers for their 
hard work as well as St. John’s 
Maintenance Department for their 
organization and assistance.  It 
truly was a substantial success!

Senior Spotlight: St. John’s Auxiliary Annual Fundraiser

MEMORIALS & GIFTS 

DESIGNATED MEMORIALS & GIFTS – TOTALING $1100.00 
Designated	donations	are	placed	in	the	fund	of	choice.		The	department	or	neighborhood	has	the	discretion	as	to	
how	funds	are	spent.		Thank	you	to	the	following	groups	and	individuals	who	donated	to	St.	John’s	Lutheran	
Community	January	through	April	2017.	
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Senior Living May 2017

Opening Soon
• The Meadows Assisted  
Living Apartments OPEN

• The Meadows  
Memory Care OPEN

• Water’s Edge Independent 
Living Apartments OPEN

Opening Summer 2017
• Skilled Care, Short Term Rehab

• A Thriving Town Center

St. John’s Lutheran Community
on Fountain Lake

You’ll find a home in our community!

1841 Eagle View Circle, Albert Lea, MN
507-373-8226 • www.stjohnsofalbertlea.org

Volunteer of the Year - Francis Pfeffer

Mother/Daughter Duo

2017 Volunteer Appreciation Banquet

Mother’s Day Volunteers

St. John’s Employee Annette Camancho 
paints live for the Mother’s Day Event



st. john’s lutheran 
Community 

SAVE THE DATE!

Hard working staff enjoy the display in the Chapel

Mother’s Day at the Meadows

David Valdez and Scott Fadden prepared the luncheon and refreshments
for Mother’s Day events at both St. John’s Campuses.
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Black Jack with Scot Spates Leonard Breamer enjoys the Casino Party!

Knutson Place Apartments
At Knutson Place you can live your life the way you want, with the services you need 

and the independence you enjoy.  Affordable Knutson Place apartments provide persons 
55 and better the choice to live their lives as they desire. Amenities offered:

 · Free Transportation for Medical appointments Monday- Friday
 · Group activities/entertainment
 · Beauty/barber shop
 · Library
 · Exercise Program five times weekly
 · 24 Hour Emergency Call Service 
 · Home Health Services Available
 · Individually controlled Heating and Air Conditioning
 · Deluxe Continental Breakfast included
 · Free Transportation for Shopping and Local Events
 · Weekly Housekeeping services available

Knutson Place offers all the features and services necessary to help you design a lifestyle that is just right for you.
The choice is yours. Make it Knutson Place. 

Lakeside View from Fountain Lake Campus Proud Parent of New Eaglets



St. John’s Services
• 140 MEDICARE/MEDICAID CERTIFIED  
   ROOMS

• SECURED MEMORY UNIT

• DEDICATED SHORT-TERM STAY ROOMS

• PHYSICAL, OCCUPATIONAL AND 
  SPEECH THERAPY

• ON-SITE NURSE PRACTITIONER AND
  PHYSICIANS

• ON-SITE PODIATRY CARE AND
  EYEGLASS ADJUSTMENT

• DAILY EVENTS

• VAN OUTINGS

• BEAUTY SHOP

• RESIDENT COMPUTERS

• FULL-TIME CHAPLAIN

• VAN TRANSPORTATION TO MEDICAL 
  APPOINTMENTS

• SECURITY SYSTEM

• HOUSEKEEPING/LAUNDRY

You’ l l  find a home in our community .

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN COMMUNITY
901 LUTHER PLACE

ALBERT LEA, MN 56007

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 6

ALBERT LEA, MN 56007


