
 Back in 2009 the St. John’s Board of 
Directors began doing strategic planning for 
the organization. At the time we had no idea 
what would come out of the planning process. 
There were two key questions that were posed 
back in 2009. What services should St. John’s 
offer to meet the needs of area seniors? And, 
what should St. John’s look like in 10, 15, 
20 years? As a result of the strategic planning 
process, and after many months of thoughtful 
discussion, St. John’s on Fountain Lake was 
envisioned. 
 The vision of this new St. John’s Community 
is coming to fruition after 7 years of planning 
and 2 ½ years of construction. Part of the 
vision was to offer a full range of services in one 
location: independent living, assisted living, 
memory care, short-term rehab care, and 
skilled nursing services. All four buildings that 
house these services will be up and running in 
October, 2017.   
 The town center is my favorite building. It is 
designed to meet the physical, spiritual, social, 
and intellectual needs of the people that live at 
the Fountain Lake location. The town center 
also reflects the vision that this is a place for 
people to come and live their life to the fullest 
extent possible. The therapy and fitness center 
help people regain or maintain their physical 
health. The chapel allows people to continue 
to express their faith. The café and coffee shop 
offers a place to meet and connect with family 
and friends. The library and technology center 
serves as a place for people to continue to learn, 
and grow well into their 80’s, 90’s, and 100’s. 
 St. John’s has been providing care and services 

to seniors since January of 1962. Reverend 
Melford Knutson was the founder of St. John’s. 
His vision was to provide a “home” where 
people could live in dignity, and receive the 
care they needed.  The St. John’s on Fountain 
Lake is an extension of Reverend Knutson’s 
vision. 
 St. John’s has been home to hundreds of 
people over the last 56 years. I am proud of 
St. John’s long history of providing care to the 
people we serve.  I am thankful for our past 
and present employees, volunteers, and board 
members. Their commitment has made St. 
John’s a great place to live, and a great place 
to work. May God continue to bless us as we 
begin this new chapter in St. John’s history.   

God Bless,
Scot Spates
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MISSION ST ATEMENT

 

St. John’s mission is to provide

physical, emotional, social and

Christian care for all people, with

dignity and respect, in an

environment of God’s grace.
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The Good Life
Pastor Don Malinsky, Chaplain-St. John’s Lutheran Community

   Many of us spend 
time believing that 
the “good life” is 
going to begin 
sometime in the 
future.  It’s going to 
be great when we’ve 
got enough money, 
when we meet 
someone who truly 
understands us, a 
new house, when we 

are a “success”…But life doesn’t begin in the 
future.  Right now is the time of our life. 
 Making the most of every moment is no 
accident.  Those who live life to the fullest do 
so with design and purpose.  They realize the 
value of time and see the world as a place of 
wonder, full of new possibilities.
 Right now, St John’s Lutheran Community 
is living this dream.  Soon our new campus will 
become a reality.  The good life is right now 
here at St John’s. But let us always remember 
the good life is a process, not a state of being. 
It is a direction, not a destination.  

 As we anticipate the Grand Opening of St 
John’s on Fountain Lake I would like to share 
what I believe is truly our greatest gift to those 
who choose St John’s as their community; it is 
our availability to be there for others in those 
holy moments of life and death.  We recognize 
the honor it is to be here right now and thank 
God for the ability to serve his children in this 
way.
 On a side note, we have an author in our 
extended St John’s family that reflects this 
mind/heart set, J.K. Johnson, sister of local 
staff member Becky Severtson. J.K. is a hospice 
nurse for 11+ years out west, and has written 
a book “Journey to the Edge of Heaven”. In it 
she shares actual stories of her experience as a 
hospice nurse.  As you read her real life stories 
you begin to identify how important, right 
now, each of our roles is in this circle of life.  
I recommend this book very highly.  I have a 
copy in my office, with more coming.  I hope 
that you will find, like the author has, that the 
good life is right now.

Peace in Christ,
Chaplain Don Malinsky
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Featured Employee: Sally Fadden  
 Sally Fadden is an LPN who has worked 
for St. John’s for the past 28 years. She is the 
evening charge nurse in the Alzheimer’s unit, 
Sheltering Arms.  Sally and her husband, Scott 
Fadden, who works for Martin Bros in the 
corporate office, are the parents of 3 handsome 
sons; Michael age 30, Tony age 26 and Nick age 
20.  
 Sally started at St. Johns as a CNA, and 
promptly quit 4 days later.  Deb Reinhart was the 
Director of Nursing at the time 
and with a little sweet-talking, 
she persuaded Sally to return 
to her job on 2nd north.  Sally 
soon fell in love with geriatrics 
and the beautiful people she 
cared for.  She then decided to 
go to school to become a nurse.  
Sally attended school both in 
Austin and Mankato.  Over 
the past 28 years she took a 
brief hiatus while running the 
Bagel and Beans coffee shop, 
but even then she remained on 
call for St. John’s, helping staff and residents 
when she could.  Sally credits Deb and other 
amazing nurses at St. John’s for the being 
wonderful mentors.  She worked on 1st South 
with LPNs Sue Fink and Cindy Schwemmler 
and says they molded her into the nurse she is 
today. Sally tries to do the same for her own 

staff by offering leadership and setting a strong 
example.  In her own words she said, “I love 
my staff that I work with in Sheltering Arms.  
They are special caregivers and I need to guide 
them… sometimes I may be a little hard core, 
but I am fair.”
 For the last 13 years Sally has been working 
in the Sheltering Arms Dementia Care unit.  
She says that while it is high stress and high 
level of care, it is equally rewarding; it is not 

a thankless job like some would 
think but completely the opposite. 
Sally stated, “Our residents are 
listened to and cared for with 
dignity and respect.”    The most 
important part of Sally’s job is to 
give her residents love, guidance 
and stability.   In this way, the 
residents and staff in Sheltering 
Arms remain flexible as they go 
with the flow of the day.  While 
not always predictable in moods 
or schedules, the change itself 
is the constant factor in their 

neighborhood.  Being adaptable makes it 
possible for Sally and her staff to meet the 
resident’s needs on a moment’s notice.  Sally 
is very thankful for her role at St. John’s.  She 
said, “It is by the grace of God that He allows 
me to do my work every day.  I know this is 
my calling - and God leads me every day.”     



 The past ten years has been an eventful 
and challenging journey for our St. John’s 
Lutheran Community.  The anticipation of 
opening our new senior campus on Fountain 
Lake is both emotional and exciting.  St. 
John’s staff, current residents, new tenants 
and family who have visited the new site are 
able to visualize the potential of this vibrant 
community on Fountain Lake. Ten years of 
planning, fundraising, designing, building and 
construction are finally coming together like a 
dream come true.
 St. Johns outstanding Board of Directors, 
Building Committee and Steering Committee 
have all given their time and energy to this 
project.   Our local community churches, 
the donors and committee for the Capital 
Campaign, our department managers and loyal 
staff have been supportive and encouraging 
along this ten year journey.   This project brings 
out the best in people, whether it is formulating 
ideas in planning the campus, giving a gift, or 
just being supportive of this project.   It has 
been the vision of many to make senior living 
the best it can possibly be for our community.  
Our definitive goal is to help seniors live the 

life they want to live, by promoting Gods gifts 
of sound health in mind, body and spirit.  It 
is our pleasure to offer our seniors the chance 
to celebrate this life in a beautiful setting that 
brings peace and happiness.    
 Please join us in this celebration at our 
Grand Opening October 7th and 8th from 
1:00 pm until 4:00 pm and enjoy fantastic 
food and refreshments.  We look forward to 
sharing this with you! 

Sincerely,
Diane Wichmann

The Journey
Director of Public Relations, Fund Development and Marketing

For more information 
regarding the St. 
John’s Foundation 
please contact:

Diane Wichmann at 
507-473-1013 or 
Scot Spates at
507-373-8226.

To make a gift to the St. John’s 
Foundation, please send your tax 
deductible donation to:

St. John’s Lutheran Community
Attn: Diane Wichmann
901 Luther Place
Albert Lea, MN 56007

Employee 
Years of Service

3

  Leonard Breamer is a full 
blooded German and very proud 
of  it.  Leonard grew up on a farm 
in the Pickerel Lake Township. 
His parents, Willis & Maleta 
Breamer, raised Leonard and his 
two brothers and two sisters on 
the farm.  Leonard worked on the 

farm for as long as he can remember, from the 
time he was a “little shaver.”    The Breamer 
farm had cows, pigs and chickens – much like 
every other farm in their township.  Leonard 
attended elementary school in District 57 and 
graduated high school from Albert Lea high 
School in 1958.   After high school, Leonard 
started farming alongside his father and also 
worked in town for extra income. Leonard 
worked at Wilson & Company and Streater’s 
for several years. Leonard says of  farming, “I 
never wanted to do anything else, I Loved the 
farm, driving tractor, planting and combining 
the crops, always rewarding work.  I didn’t have 
to punch a clock, I could be my own boss, and 
work 7 days a week if  I wanted or take off  
when I wanted.”
 Leonard retired in 2002 and enjoyed 
traveling.  Health problems brought him home 
to Minnesota in 2015.  Leonard said, “My 
family was right by my side, it would have been 
downhill all the way without my family.  I could 
not have managed without them.  My faith and 
family have been my support.”  For Leonard, 

moving to St. John’s was a difficult change at 
first, but He loves all the events such as the 
picnics, outings, church services, tractor and 
car shows.  Leonard said, “Everyone is very 
nice. I love to joke and have a good laugh, we 
all like to laugh. Pastor Don has been great, 
and I would recommend St. John’s to anyone.”  
Leonard is a very devoted Christian and has 
maintained membership at Concordia Pickeral 
Lake Church his entire life.  He also sees change 
on the horizon and is looking forward to 
moving out to the new campus of  St. John’s on 
Fountain Lake soon.  Of  this Leonard smiles 
as he says, “I am moving to the new campus 
and looking forward to my new home.”

Senior Spotlight: Leonard Breamer

ONE YEAR
Jade Burns

Zach Anderson
Tina Hudson
Alexis Palomo

Robyn Mattson
Samantha Skarstad
Samantha Nielsen

Laura Feeley
Kallie  Holl 

Serena Valdez
Madyson  Dreyling 

Yout Yout Kin
Shelby Woodard

Alexandra Schumacher
Aubrey Brown

Margarito DeBoer 
Venus Parks

Joseph Hernandez
Robin Crawford
Amanda Hunter
Nyapout Ruei

Adriana Guerra 
THREE YEARS

Zujey Gomez
Angela   Adeniyi
Crystal Jacobsen

Diane Underwood
Christina Johnson
Kristine Bergeron

FIVE YEARS
Karen Karsjens
Marilyn Nelson
Tommy Kirsch

Kandace Kampman
TEN YEARS
Carla Reichel
Callen Holl

Sara Obermeyer
Julie McKoskey

FIFTEEN YEARS
Dawn Heikkila
Karen Woods

Tracy Bjornstad
Paul Sullivan

TWENTY FIVE YEARS
Dayna LaRue



4



5

Annual Garden Party and Tractor Show

Nordean Krueger Family St. John’s receives grant from the Shopko Foundation

Eva Bratsch at the Garden Party



st. john’s lutheran 
Community 

SAVE THE DATE!

November 11,
2017

Rainbow Trolley Rides

Rainbow Trolley on Lakeview Boulevard

Albert Lea Childrens Center and St. John’s Residents Share a Ride
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The Woodlands Entrance The Woodlands Household Kitchen

Knutson Place Apartments
At Knutson Place you can live your life the way you want, with the services you need 

and the independence you enjoy.  Affordable Knutson Place apartments provide persons 
55 and better the choice to live their lives as they desire. Amenities offered:

 · Free Transportation for Medical appointments Monday- Friday
 · Group activities/entertainment
 · Beauty/barber shop
 · Library
 · Exercise Program five times weekly
 · 24 Hour Emergency Call Service 
 · Home Health Services Available
 · Individually controlled Heating and Air Conditioning
 · Deluxe Continental Breakfast included
 · Free Transportation for Shopping and Local Events
 · Weekly Housekeeping services available

Knutson Place offers all the features and services necessary to help you design a lifestyle that is just right for you.
The choice is yours. Make it Knutson Place. 

The Woodlands Living and Dining Area Walking Trail from Waters Edge



St. John’s Services
• 140 MEDICARE/MEDICAID CERTIFIED  
   ROOMS

• SECURED MEMORY UNIT

• DEDICATED SHORT-TERM STAY ROOMS

• PHYSICAL, OCCUPATIONAL AND 
  SPEECH THERAPY

• ON-SITE NURSE PRACTITIONER AND
  PHYSICIANS

• ON-SITE PODIATRY CARE AND
  EYEGLASS ADJUSTMENT

• DAILY EVENTS

• VAN OUTINGS

• BEAUTY SHOP

• RESIDENT COMPUTERS

• FULL-TIME CHAPLAIN

• VAN TRANSPORTATION TO MEDICAL 
  APPOINTMENTS

• SECURITY SYSTEM

• HOUSEKEEPING/LAUNDRY

You’ l l  find a home in our community .

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN COMMUNITY
901 LUTHER PLACE

ALBERT LEA, MN 56007
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